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Intent
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Our intent is for all children at Mickle Trafford Village School to be given the 
opportunity to explore the beliefs, practices and values that shape the wider 
world. During their time at MTVS, children will encounter a variety of faiths 
and non-religious worldviews and approach each within an environment that 
stimulates their curiosity to learn more about the how the world works and 
what it means to be human.

Through teaching of RE, children will be given the opportunity to learn the 
essential knowledge of other religions and worldviews, as well as skills and 
attitudes such as critical thinking and empathy. This understanding of others’ 
worldviews is an essential first step to enabling each pupil to understand, 
reflect on and develop their own personal worldview, which is one of the core 
tasks of education. 



Mickle Trafford’s RE curriculum is designed to comply with the content requirements of the Cheshire 
West and Chester Agreed Syllabus. The most recent revision of the syllabus came into effect as of 
September 2024. 

The CWAC syllabus states that: ‘Through the teaching of Religious Education (RE), children learn the 
essential knowledge of other religions and worldviews, as well as skills and attitudes such as
critical thinking and empathy. This understanding of others’ worldviews is an
essential first step to enabling each pupil to understand, reflect on and develop their
own personal worldview, which is one of the core tasks of education.’

Further guidance on the CWAC Agreed Syllabus is freely available. For more information 
please click here. 

RE Syllabus – Where does it come from ? 
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https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-and-performance/council-plans-policies-and-strategies/standing-advisory-council-on-religious-education/locally-agreed-syllabus-and-collective-worship-guidelines
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Implementation
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Our RE lessons are taught weekly in accordance with the expectations from Cheshire

West and Chester to ensure the expectations of the syllabus can be met.

Learning across both KS1 and KS2 can be found in our topic books, which have allowed

the children to take ownership of their learning and RE work in a creative manner. At the

beginning of each new topic, our children demonstrate their current knowledge and

understanding and, alongside the teacher, collaborate to create a page in our ‘memory

jogs’. These pages are revisited at the end of a unit, where children have the opportunity to

add to the page with their new learning in order to demonstrate their progression and

development.

Through the utilisation of summative and formative assessment, teachers at MTVS know

that children have gained the expected knowledge and understanding that will enable them

to progress and further develop their skills. Alongside other foundation subjects, a ‘RAG’

system is utilised, whereby children are able to self-assess their understanding of lesson

concepts.



Implementation
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At MTVS, teachers have begun to implement a ‘5 finger’ approach to teaching that has

been popular with RE professionals across Cheshire West and Chester. This involves the

children using each of their fingers on their hands to help them remember a key fact about

a faith they are covering. These facts are; the name of the followers of the religion, the

special text associated with the religion, a holy place, the name of God for that faith and a

special figure for that religion.

This allows learners to secure their understanding of vocabulary relating to a range of

faiths and worldviews that they will learn about. This will support their progression when

they revisit the same worldviews and faiths further on in their journey at MTVS. This

approach can be added to when children’s understanding grows. For instance, Year 5

have previously used the fingers on their other hand to help them remember the Five

Pillars of Islam.
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Implementation

Mickle Trafford Village School.   We Care. We Learn. We Belong.

We strive to utilise inclusive and non-restrictive language within RE lessons such

as “This is what most Christians believe” or “this is what some people think.”. In

doing so, children at MTVS are able to understand that religious views are wide

ranging and that not all believers can be labelled as one and the same.

The importance of religious tolerance, British Values and the development of the

whole child is vital to RE teaching at MTVS. In KS1, the ‘Free Choice’ units the

children will learn about link closely to our SMSC curriculum and are weaved in

with our wider Jigsaw lessons.

The ‘Worldviews: Similarities and Differences’ units added to the CWAC syllabus in

2024 link closely to the British Values promoted at Mickle Trafford Village School.



Impact
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That all children progress in their skills of critical thinking, religious tolerance, 
investigation, interpretation, reflection, evaluation, analysis, synthesis, application, 
expression, self-understanding, communication, problem solving and developing 
attitudes in religion and world views include self esteem, curiosity, fairness, respect, 
empathy, wonder, open-mindedness, working with others, sense of community.

That children have gained knowledge and understanding of other religions and world 
views and are prepared to be world citizens who are developing their own 
understanding of what it means to be humans.

Children will be given time to reflect on their own learning, as well as celebrating and 
sharing their own developing worldviews.



Enrichment
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Additional enrichment opportunities in RE include visits to places of worship in
the local area and wider community. We have worked with a variety of guest
speakers who have come to MTVS to further support learners understanding
such as Imran Kotwal from Muslim Learner Services and a variety of speakers
from Humanism UK.

AT MTVS we take pride in offering a broad and creative approach to the
teaching of RE, with children experiencing a range of different learning
experiences within the classroom. This has included recreations of Sikh Langar
meals, Diwali days and Easter Bonnet Parades for KS1.



Assembly Time (1 of 2)
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Children also explore some beliefs, practices and values
that shape the world today through some assemblies.
• In weekly KS2 class assemblies, children are encouraged

to reflect on the issues discussed.
• Weekly Open the Book assemblies with Andy and the 

team explore Christian beliefs and how these shape the 
world.



Assembly Time (2 of 2)

Mickle Trafford Village School.   We Care. We Learn. We Belong.

• In weekly singing assemblies, the children are 
encouraged to come together and sing as a school 
community whilst also focusing on the words and 
meanings of songs that we are learning.
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